
Dependency Case Process (Child Removed to Foster Care) 
	  
	  

Juvenile Court Safekeeping 
Authorization/ Emergency Shelter 

Care 

Complaint Filed; Preliminary 
Protective Hearing 

(within 72 hours of removal) 

Petition Filed (w/in 5 days of PPH) Dismissal;  
Custody Returned to 

Parent 
Adjudication Hearing  

(w/in 10 days of petition filing) 
 

Dispositional Hearing (in conjunction 
with ADJ hearing or w/in 30 days) 

Review Hearing (Initial review at 75 
days post-removal (conducted by 
judge); additional review wi/in 4 

months (conducted by judge or panel)) 

Permanency Planning Hearing (w/in 9 
mos. for children < 7 years; w/in 12 mos. 

for children > 7; every 6 mos. thereafter or 
wi/in 30 days of a court’s finding that 

reasonable efforts are not required or entry 
of non-reunification order) 

Permanency goals:  return 
home; refer for TPR and 

adoption; permanent 
guardianship; another 

planned permanent living 
arrangement 

Termination of Parental 
Rights (TPR) (based on 
legal grounds or time in 
foster care (exceptions 

apply); clear and 
convincing evidence 

standard) 

Child remains with parents, with 
possibility of protective order 

Temporary legal custody 
transferred to DFCS and 
child placed in foster care 

Child is placed in the 
temporary custody of an 
approved individual, often a 
relative 

Proof by clear and 
convincing evidence 

that the child is 
“dependent” 

Determination of placement 
and services.  Case plan 

and diligent search for 
relatives due within 30 days  

ourt determines whether there is 
probable cause to believe the 

child is dependent and whether 
protective custody is necessary 

pending the hearing on the 
petition. 

Hearing on petition for non-
reunification.  DFCS may 
terminate reunification 
services upon a court finding, 
by clear and convincing 
evidence, that a reunification 
plan is not appropriate / 
detrimental to the child. 

Child returns home 

Post-TPR 
Review Hearings 
(every 6 mos. 
until adoption) 

C

Dismissal and 
Custody Returned to 

Parent; Child Returned to 
Parent Pending Hearing; 
Temporary Custody of 

DFCS 


