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Senate Bill 132
By: Senators Tillery of the 19th, Stone of the 23rd, Ligon, Jr. of the 3rd, Mullis of the 53rd,
Black of the 8th and others

AS PASSED

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, so as
to remove the statutory civil case filing and disposition forms and allow the Judicial Council
of Georgiato promulgate such forms; to revise provisions relating to the transmission of such
forms; to amend Title 9, Title 15, and Article 1 of Chapter 9 of Title 19 of the Official Code
of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, courts, and general provisions for child
custody proceedings, respectively, so as to provide for conforming cross-references; to
require annual reporting of certain information; to provide for related matters; to provide for

an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

PART I
SECTION 1-1.

Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to civil practice, is amended by
revising Code Section 9-11-133, relating to forms meeting requirements for civil case filing
and disposition, as follows:

"9-11-133.

Council of Georgia, with the approval of the Supreme Court, shall promulgate forms to be

used for civil case filing and disposition ferms information; provided, however, that the
general civil case filing information form and domestic relations case filing information

form shall be required to contain an acknowledgment by the filer that the complaint and

any exhibits or other attachments satisfy the redaction requirements of Code Section
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GENERALCHH-CASEHHING
INFORMATHONTORM
(NONDOMESHE)
Cotirt
—Supetior County ————— Datefited——
— State mm-dd-yyyy
Boecketto:
tritialmatden) tritialmatden)
Plaintiffoetitionersatt
—ProSe
Bar+#

{Check-only-ONE) {Check-nomorethanFWO)
—Contract/Aceotnt —Auto-Aceident
— Willst _ . RTE
—Real-Property —Medica-vialpractice
——Personal-Property Neghigence
_ . _ I ORTE
—HabeasCorpts —Other{speeifyy ————————
—Appeals; Reviews
_ _ ] , o teatted?
Attachmentor-Other Relief —Yes—No
—Nondemestic-Contempt
_ 1 tort it rigl I f

S.B. 132



59
60

61

62
63

64
65
66
67

68
69

70
71

72
73

74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91

17

— ot FeiviHspecify

SB 132/AP

INFORMATHONTORM
Cotirt
——Stipertor ettty ————— Date-fited———————
mi-de=yyyy
IRHTR rendant(s
(IEtSt! SUIIijtl I-“Stl Illiddle i“itiEtIi Illétide“) 3 i 1 t ]
tintiE Petitoner:
—ProSe
Bar+#
CONTEMPT
—Contempt——Custody,
v iSitﬁttie“l el
EHEEK-EASE-TFYPE: Patenting-Fime
fone-orfmore) —€ontempt—Chitd
— i et LAt
affittment) —Contempt—Child-Stupport
Chttd-Ctstody —Other Domestic Contempt
isste?————————Yes—No
Chite-Support
isste?—————————Yes—No  FAMHEY-HOLENEE
_ : ditionalin e
—Adoption Ex-ParteRetief
_ ity-Ginetud
tegitimation: e oot o
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92  —Interstate-Support nctude-areguestfor
93 Enforeement-Action retief:
94 —Pomestication-of —Fromateged-famity
95 Foreign-Custody Decree violence?  Yes  No
96 —Famtly-VioleneeAct 2—Wasexparteretef
97 Petitien regested?> ————————Yes—No
98 3—Was-exparteretief
99 granted?——Yes—No
100 MOBHHCATION OFHER
101 —Modifieation—Custody; Have-the-parties-agreed-to
102 Visitation,of bintdingarbitration?——Yes—Neo
103 Parenting-—Ttme Have-thepartiesreached
104 Does-the-modification acustodtal-agreement?> ——Yes—No
105 tnctudea-parent H-yesiscustody:
106 selectionby-achitd —Jointetstody
107 who-is-atteast-14 —Jointlegal-custoty
108 yearsofage?————Yes——No  —Jeintphysicat-custody
109 —Modification——Child —Seteeustodytor——
110 Stupportant-Atimony Financiat-affidavit
111 —Modification—Chitd stbmitted?>—————Yes—Neo
112 Stpport chtld-suppertforms
113 — Modification - Alimony stbmitted>——————————Yes—No

114 )€ Leivite FinalDi oo T '

115 GENERALCIVHCASEHNAL
116 BPISPOSHHONFFORM
117 INONBOMESHC)
118 Cotrt
119  —Superior Cotinty Date
120 —State tisposed—mm=ta=yyyy
121 Pocketho:
122  Repeftingpartty ——
123 {Name) (Fitie)
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SRTCTUTSTIE %
i et ,
—Pro-Se
Bar#
Name-of-defendant/respondent(s)
Defendantfrespontdent's-attorney
—PreSe
Bar#
PPEOFDISPOSHHON AWARD
type) awarded?
vl i .
idice: e ord
5—Fransferred/ award?
Consotidated ——Yes—Ne
otiteome-further) ——Yes—No
jtry-setected ADR
triat ——Yes—No
INOV —cotrtannexed?
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—cotrt-mandated?

Cotrt
—Stiperior Cotnty Date
Repottingpatty ————
Name} (itle)
SRTCTUTSTINE X

—Pro-Se

Bar+#

Name-of-defendant/respondent(s)

Defendantfrespondent's-attorney
—PreSe

Bar+#
REHEFGRANTED(Checkat
that-apply)
+—ExParte Retief
2—Tfemporary Relief
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PPEOFDISPOSHHON I—Final Retief
Final-Order Separate-Maintenance
jest ; . I
f i e :
3—Judgmenton-the —Jointlegat-custody
teadi —Joint physical I
4—Stmmary-Judgment —Sole-custody
5—Frial to:
. b Tt "
B—3JuryTriat mate-parentat
. I I \sisitats L
2—Settlement Approximate-percentage
o o : N
I—Judgmenton year-(or-number-of-days)
N I L
INOV B—Child-Support
{—Formsattached?>—Yes—Ne
_ e
Paternity
F—Alimony
I tived _ bt B
tcable): o ceoccit
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226  I—Wasthere-anagreementto K—Atterney'sfees?——Yes—No
227 binding-arbitration? ——Yes—Ne Hyesinwhatamotunt—$————
228 H-yeswhat-matters-were antHte-wherm——
229 stbjecttobinding-arbitration? E—©Other{speety) ————
230 —Child-custody

231 —Visitation-or Parenting—Fime  4——Dismissed-prior-to

232 —ParentingPlan granting-of retief:

233 !
234 PART Il

235 SECTION 2-1.

236  Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-3, relating to
237 commencement of action and filing of civil case filing form, as follows:

238  “(b) Atthe time of filing the complaint for a civil action in superior court or state court, the
239 plaintiff shall file the appropriate civil case filing form with the clerk of the court. The
240 form shall contain complete information and shall be substantially in the form prescribed
241  inCode-Seetton9-11=133 by the Judicial Council of Georgia. The filing of the complaint

242 shall not be delayed for the filing of the case filing form. If, after a civil action has been

243  filed, the court presiding over the civil action decides that the civil case filing form has not
244 been filed or has been filed incorrectly, the court shall require the plaintiff to file the civil
245 case filing form or an amended form. In no case shall the failure to accurately complete
246  the civil case filing form required by this Code section provide a basis to dismiss a civil
247  action.”

248 SECTION 2-2.

249  Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 9-11-58, relating to
250 entry of judgment and filing of civil case disposition form, as follows:

251 “(b) When judgment entered. The filing with the clerk of a judgment, signed by the
252  judge, with the fully completed civil case disposition form constitutes the entry of the
253  judgment, and, unless the court otherwise directs, no judgment shall be effective for any
254 purpose until the entry of the same, as provided in this subsection. As part of the filing of
255 the final judgment, a civil case disposition form shall be filed by the prevailing party or by
256 the plaintiff if the case is settled, dismissed, or otherwise disposed of without a prevailing
257 party; provided, however, that the amount of a sealed or otherwise confidential settlement

258 agreement shall not be disclosed on the civil case disposition form. The form shall be

S.B. 132
-8-
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substantially in the form prescribed th-Cotde-Seetion-9=-11=133 by the Judicial Council of
Georgia. If any of the information required by the form is sealed by the court, the form

shall state that fact and the information under seal shall not be provided. The entry of the
judgment shall not be made by the clerk of the court until the civil case disposition form

is filed. The entry of the judgment shall not be delayed for the taxing of costs. This

subsection shall not apply to actions brought pursuant to €ede-Seettons44-7-56-throtgh
44=7-59 Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 44, relating to landlord and tenant dispossessory

proceedings.”

SECTION 2-3.
Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to courts, is amended by revising
paragraph (4) of Code Section 15-5-24, relating to the duties of the Administrative Office of

the Courts, as follows:

"(4) Analyze data relating to civil cases ceHeetedptrstant-to-stbsection(b)-of Code
Section-9-11-3and-subsection{b)of Code Section-9-11-58 and on or before the first day

of October each year provide such data, analysis, or both data and analysis to the courts

and agencies of the judicial branch, agencies of the executive branch, and the Generat

Assembly chairpersons of the Senate Judiciary Committee and the House Committee on
Judiciary;”

SECTION 2-4.
Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 15-5-82, relating to
the authority of the Georgia Courts Automation Commission, as follows:
(@) The commission shall be authorized to:
(1) Define, implement, and administer a state-wide courts automation system including
data collection, networking, data storage, retrieval, processing, and distribution;
(2) Coordinate and cooperate with the state's chief information officer with regard to

planning, implementation, and administration of a state-wide courts automation system

to take advantage of existing state resources where possible;
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£5)(3) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks necessary or convenient for the
performance of the duties specified in this paragraph and paragraphs paragraph (2);€3);
aneH4) of this subsection and for the release of the information from civil case filing and
disposition forms;

6)(4) Administer federal, state, local, and other public or private funds made available
to it for implementation of the courts automation system;

AH(5) Coordinate state-wide strategies and plans for incorporating county and local
governments into the courts automation system, including review of requirements of the
several state agencies for documents, reports, and forms and the consolidation,
elimination, or conversion of such documents, reports, and forms to formats compatible
with electronic transmittal media;

{8)(6) Establish policies and procedures, rules and regulations, and technical and
performance standards for county and local government access to the courts automation
system network; and

9)(7) Offer advisory services to county and local governments to assist in guiding their

efforts toward automating their court procedures and operations.”

SECTION 2-5.

Said title is further amended by revising paragraphs (17) and (18) of subsection (a) of Code

Section 15-6-61, relating to duties of superior court clerks generally, as follows:

"(17) To file and-transmit all civil case filing and disposition forms regttired-to-be-fited

9-11-58 and transmit the data contained on such forms to the Administrative Office of the

Courts through electronic means provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts for

such purpose which shall constitute the only transmission of such data required between

the clerks of the superior courts and the Administrative Office of the Courts;

{B)(18) To electronically collect and transmit to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks'
Cooperative Authority all data elements required in subsection (g) of Code Section
35-3-36 in a form and format required by the Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative
Authority and The Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia. The data transmitted
to the authority pursuant to this €ede—seetton paragraph shall be transmitted to the
Georgia Crime Information Center in satisfaction of the clerk's duties under subsection
(9) of Code Section 35-3-36 and to the Georgia Courts Automation Commission which

shall provide the data to the Administrative Office of the Courts for use of by the state

S.B. 132
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329 judicial branch. Public access to said data shall remain the responsibility of the Georgia
330 Crime Information Center. No release of collected data shall be made by or through the
331 authority;”

332 SECTION 2-6.
333 Said title is further amended by revising paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section
334 15-6-94, relating to the Georgia Superior Court Clerks' Cooperative Authority, as follows:

335 "(3) The purpose of the authority shall be to provide a cooperative for the development,
336 acquisition, and distribution of record management systems, information, services,
337 supplies, and materials for superior court clerks of the state, on such terms and conditions
338 as may be determined to be in the best interest of the operation of the office of the clerk
339 of superior court, local government, and the state, in light of the following factors:

340 (A) The public interest in providing cost-efficient access to record management
341 systems, information, services, supplies, and materials, and a pool which will provide
342 related resources and uniformity;

343 (B) Cost savings to local government and the state, through efficiency in the provision
344 of record management systems, information, services, supplies, and materials;

345 (C) Fair and adequate compensation to local governments for costs incurred in the
346 operation of the offices of clerks of superior court; and

347 (D) Such other factors as are in the public interest and welfare.

348 The authority shall be the sole owner of its compiled and developed information
349 developed through any function performed or any program or system administered on

350 behalf of the authority. For the purposes of this subsection, the authority shall not be
351 considered the sole owner of information developed pursuant to €etde-Seetion15-6-971
352 of Code Section 15-6-97.2 and Article 5 of Chapter 6 of Title 12.”

353 SECTION 2-7.

354  Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-6-97.1, relating to the superior
355  court civil case information system and funding, as follows:

356
357
358
359
360
361
362
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364
365

366 dties-deseribed-n-subsection{a)-of this-Code-section Reserved.”

367 SECTION 2-8.

368 Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 15-7-50, relating to the authority of
369 the clerks of state courts, as follows:

370  "15-7-50.

371 Clerks of state courts are authorized and directed to:

372 (1) File and enter all civil case filing and disposition forms tegired-to-be-fitedputrstant
374 (2) Transmittothe

375 the data contained on the civil case filing and disposition forms presertbed-tn—Cote
376 Seetton-9-11=133 to the Administrative Office of the Courts through electronic means
377 provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts for such purpose which shall

378 constitute the only transmission of such data required between the clerks of the state

379 courts and the Administrative Office of the Courts; and

380 (3) Participate in agreements, contracts, and networks necessary or convenient for the

381 performance of the duties provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Code section.”

382 SECTION 2-9.

383 Atrticle 1 of Chapter 9 of Title 19 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
384 general provisions for child custody proceedings, is amended by revising Code Section
385 19-9-1.2, relating to the required domestic relations case filing information form, as follows:
386  "19-9-1.2.

387 Pursuant to Code Section 9-11-3, and in addition to the filing requirements contained in
388 Code Section 19-6-15, in all proceedings under this article the plaintiff shall file a domestic
389 relations case filing information form as setforth-in-Cote-Seetion-9-11-133 prescribed by
390  the Judicial Council of Georgia.”

391 SECTION 2-10.

392 Said article is further amended by revising subsection (h) of Code Section 19-9-3, relating
393 to discretion of judge in child custody disputes and filing of domestic relations final
394 disposition form, as follows:

395  “(h) In addition to filing requirements contained in Code Section 19-6-15, upon the

396 conclusion of any proceeding under this article, the domestic relations final disposition

S.B. 132
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form as setferthin-Code-Sectton9-11-133 prescribed by the Judicial Council of Georgia
shall be filed.”

PART 111
SECTION 3-1.

This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2018.

SECTION 3-2.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

S.B. 132
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